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SUBJECT: THAI-KHMER CONFRONTATION ALONG THE BORDER IN TRAT 
PROVINCE 

REF: DAO BANGKOK IR 6-895-0273-75 

1. A POLITICAL SECTION LOCAL EMPLOYEE VISITED CHANTHABURI 
AND TRAT PROVINCES OF SOUTHEASTERN THAILAND MAY 14 AND 15. 

AN OFFICER FROM SUPREME COMMAND, THEN AT KHLONG YAI DISTRICT 
OF TRAT, TOLD HIM THAT THE MILITARY SITUATION IN KHLONG YAI 

IS TENSE. THE PARTICULAR FOCUS OF KHMER-THAI CONFLICT IS 
HATLEK VILLAGE, APPROXIMATELY 17 KMS SOUTH OF THE DISTRICT 
SEAT AT THE SOUTHEASTERNMOST TIP OF THE BORDER. THE KHMER 
COMMUNISTS HAVE DEMANDED THE RELOCATION OF A DEMARCATION 
POST, NUMBER 73, TO A POINT 100 METERS INSIDE THAI TERRITORY. 

THE KHMER COMMUNISTS HAD SET A DEADLINE OF THE EVENING OF 
MAY 18. 

2. THE OFFICER SAID THERE ARE ABOUT 500 KHMER 
COMMUNIST TROOPS JUST ACROSS THE BORDER. THAI MARINES 
AND BORDER POLICE PATROL PERSONNEL HAVE BRACED THEM- 
SELVES FOR ACTION TO PREVENT REMOVAL OF THE DEMARCATION 
POST. THE OFFICER CONTENDED THAT IF FIGHTING TOOK PLACE, 

THAI FORCES MIGHT PUSH INTO CAMBODIAN TERRITORY. POSSIBLY 
AS FAR AS KOH YO. HE ALSO SAID THAI NAVY GUNBOATS 
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3. THE TERRAIN IS TO THE KHMER ADVANTAGE. THE THAI 
HAVE A LONG NARROW STRIP OF LAND ON THEIR SIDE, AND THE 
KHMER POSSESS HIGHER GROUND OF INFINITELY GREATER 
DEPTH. 

4. PLEASE SEE THE REFERENCED IR FOR A FULLER DESCRITPION 
OF THE SITUATION AT KHLONG YAI. 
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